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                                                                                                                              Ljubljana, 22. 6. 2022
PRESS RELEASE

GIARDINO ALL'ITALIANA: NEW TENDENCIES IN ITALIAN PAINTING
Match Gallery, 28. 6. 2022–11. 9. 2022
You are warmly invited to attend the opening of the exhibition Giardino all'italiana*: New tendencies in italian painting at 8 p.m on Tuesday, 28 June 2022 at the Match Gallery, Ljubljana.
* In relation to the term Italian Renaissance garden.
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                                                         Roberto de Pinto, Peacock Boy, 2022
In the 90s and in the first decade of the new millennium painting appeared to be going through a big crisis. But in the past couple of years in Italy a major new wave of figurative artists sprung up all around the country. These new groups of painters connected not only in the big cities but also in small and medium ones in a magical way, exchanging information, influencing each other, and growing into a strong community. In many cases the academies of fine arts played an important role, Venice perhaps the most outstanding example, but also Milan, Turin, Bologna and many others. In the process was equally crucial the informal influence of several painters from older generations, the triggers of the energy that made possible this painterly awakening. It is indeed a phenomenon that involves the entire country, from north to south and to the islands.

In collaboration with the renowned italian art critic and independent curator Antonio Grulli in the Match Gallery in Ljubljana we will present a group exhibition of the younger generation of contemporary artists and the new schools of Italian painting that have emerged from these gatherings.

The exhibition Giardino all’italiana: New tendencies in italian painting will present the work of painters, all born between the 80s and the 90s. Some of them have just finished their academic course: 
· Paola Angelini (San Benedetto del Tronto, 1983; lives in San Benedetto del Tronto)

· Roberto de Pinto (Molfetta, 1996; lives in Milano)

· Alessandro Fogo (Thiene, 1992; lives in San Benedetto del Tronto)
· Diego Gualandris (Bergamo, 1993; lives in Roma)
· Iva Lulashi (Tirana, Albania, 1988; lives in Milano)
· Maddalena Tesser (Vittorio Veneto, 1992; lives in Venezia)
ABOUT THE CURATOR: Antonio Grulli (La Spezia, 1979) is an art critic and independent curator living in Bologna, where he is in charge of the collection and the activities related to contemporary art of Palazzo Bentivoglio (palazzobentivoglio.org). He curated solo and group shows in public and private exhibition spaces such as: MAMbo (Bologna), Viafarini (Milano), Museo di Castelvecchio (Verona), Galleria Francesca Minini (Milano), Galleria Raffaella Cortese (Milano), Galleria De Foscherari (Bologna), Galleria P420 (Bologna), Galleria Tiziana Di Caro (Napoli), 3+1 Gallery (Lisbon), Galleria Giovanni Rizzuto (Palermo); and in project spaces such as Neon Campobase (Bologna) and Codalunga (Vittorio Veneto). Over the years he has written for Flash Art, Mousse Magazine, Cura Magazine, ATP Diary, Artribune, Boite, Exibart, Arte e Critica. He recently founded the Fondazione Benassi Iacopo (FBI) in La Spezia with the artist Jacopo Benassi.

COLOPHON: Production: Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana Curators: Antonio Grulli, Jani Pirnat Artists: Paola Angelini, Roberto de Pinto, Alessandro Fogo, Diego Gualandris, Iva Lulashi, Maddalena Tesser This project was made possible by: Mestna občina Ljubljana The project was supported by: Italian Cultural Institute – Ljubljana Special thanks: Carla Chiarchiaro and Ada Gallery (Rome), Edoardo Monti, Matteo Novarese, Ida Pisani and Prometeo Gallery (Milano), Andrea Raimondi.

GUIDED TOURS WITH THE CURATOR AND THE ARTISTS: 
28. 6. 2022 at 6 p.m.
6. 9. 2022 at 5 p.m.
Please contact me for further information about the exhibition and to coordinate interviews dates (maja.cehovin.korsika@mgml.si).

CURATOR'S TEXT:

“The world sinks to rest, illumed by a golden fire. There, all is order and loveliness, luxury, calm and voluptuousness.”
(Charles Baudelaire, from the poem Invitation to a Journey)

Giardino all'italiana is not physical space.

Giardino all'italiana is the space of mind.

Giardino all'italiana is the possibility of a vision, a dream, in which desire can wander around freely; in which bodies are still at the centre of the universe, again becoming constellations, the gravitation forces of which generates dance, approaches  and departures that can last but a few seconds, or for eternity.

Giardino all'italiana is a moment from beyond the boundary of time or perhaps the point that contains infinity. It is modernity coexisting with myth in which the future and the archaic are merely two sides of the same coin, where the fairy-tale dimension appears to acquire a consistency that transcends reality. The garden renders the concepts of “natural” and “artificial” lose their meaning, as nature becomes the manifestation of the human mind, and its carnal and spiritual needs.

Giardino all'italiana is today's Italy, the terrain on which painting is once again experiencing a flourish, which is to the merit of the new generation of painters. It is a vast garden, in which the cultures of painting meet, it is a fruitful and lush garden, with rich and remarkable vegetation. Every corner of the garden, North to South, the small places to the metropolises, from grey suburbia through rural landscapes to the Mediterranean coast, it is full of painters and spangled with studios.

Giardino all'italiana presents the painters Paola Angelini, Roberto de Pinto, Alessandro Fogo, Diego Gualandris, Iva Lulashi and Maddalena Tesser, selected from this young, feverishly laborious and learning community. These are figurative painters who share the aerial atmospheric aura composed of memories and dreams, while each of them is distinguished by their own stylistic individuality and a singular, consciously mature attitude.

Antonio Grulli
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